
WATER WOES BETIDE NONE  
Commuters struggle to navigate a waterlogged stretch amid heavy downpour at Raj Bhavan Road in Hyderabad  

on Monday |  SRI LOGANATHAN VELMURUGAN
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Twenty peacocks were found dead under 
mysterious circumstances in Tumakuru 
district on Monday, Karnataka forest 
department officials said

20 PEACOCKS 
FOUND DEAD
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MP hurt after man 
snatches chain near 
Polish Embassy
E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E 
@ New Delhi

CONGRESS Lok Sabha MP R 
Sudha got injured on Monday 
morning while her gold chain 
was allegedly snatched by a 
scooter-borne man near Polish 
Embassy in central 
D e l h i ’ s  C h a n a -
kyapuri area when 
she was on a morn-
ing walk. 
 The Member of  
Parliament from 
Tamil Nadu’s Mayi-
l a d u t h u r a i  a l s o 
wrote a complaint to 
the Union Home 
Minister mention-
ing that she received 
injury on her neck 
and was highly traumatised by 
this incident. 
 According to a police officer, 
the incident took place near 
the Poland Embassy in Chana-
kyapuri, where the suspect on 
scooter slowed down near the 
Congress MP. 

 At that moment, a miscreant 
snatched her chain and fled the 
spot.
 The Congress MP shouted 
for help. Another MP from 
Tamil Nadu was accompany-
ing her at the time. A Delhi po-
lice emergency response vehi-

cle (ERV) noticed 
the situation and 
was informed about 
the incident, the of-
ficer said.

She was advised 
to give a formal com-
plaint at the police 
station. 

But after a Police 
Control Room (PCR) 
call from the Tamil 
Nadu House, the 
SHO met her and 

took a formal complaint, the of-
ficer added. 

In her complaint to the Home 
Minister, Sudha said that she is 
staying at Tamil Nadu House 
for the past one year and has a 
habit to go for a morning walk 
whenever she finds time.

INTERNAL QUOTA FOR SC

Report on sub-quota  
submitted in K’taka
E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E  @ Bengaluru

JUSTICE (retd) HN Nagamohan Das submitted 
his report on sub-classification of  reservation 
for Scheduled Castes (SC) to the state govern-
ment on Monday. The report will be placed before 
the cabinet on August 7  to decide on its imple-
mentation, Chief  Minister Siddaramaiah told 
reporters after receiving the report.  

Rubbishing controversies surrounding the SC 
caste survey by the commission, he said there 
were no issues with the survey.

The report is 1,766-page long and includes the 
survey data and analysis with six recommenda-
tions. Justice Das’ suggestions include division 
of  17% quota for internal reservation among 101 
castes by classifying them as ABCD groups, 
within SCs. “We conducted the survey for 60 days 
by using a mobile app. Over 27  lakh SC families 
have been covered. Everything has been verified. 
It is now the property of  the government. It is up 
to the government to accept or reject it,” Justice 
Das told reporters after submitting the report.

Skeletal remains found at new Dharmasthala site 
Located on an elevated terrain nearly 100 feet high,  new spot at Banglegudde yields  skull and other human bones: Cops

DHARMASTHALA: The Spe-
cial Investigation Team (SIT) 
probing the alleged mass burial 
case in Dharmasthala on Mon-
day recovered multiple skeletal 
remains from a new site identi-
fied by the anonymous com-
plainant, police sources said.

Under the supervision of  Di-
rector General of  Police (DGP) 
Pranab Mohanty, the SIT halted 
exhumations at the designated 
11th site and redirected opera-
tions to a previously unexam-
ined spot at a place called 
Banglegudde.

The new site, located on an 
elevated terrain nearly 100 feet 
high, has yielded several skel-
etal fragments, including skulls 
and other human bones, sourc-
es in the police said.

According to sources, the 
SIT, which is investigating the 
case of  hundreds of  alleged il-

legal burials between 1995 and 
2014, has already gathered Un-
natural Death Report (UDR) 
records for the period. Despite 
earlier records being tampered 
w i t h  o r  m i s s i n g  f r o m 
Belthangady police archives, 
prior data collection ordered by 

Mohanty soon after the SIT’s 
constitution helped preserve 
critical evidence.

Police officials said the re-
covered skeletal remains have 
been sent to the Forensic Sci-
ence Laboratory (FSL) to deter-
mine age, gender, and possible 

cause of  death.
The skeletal remains that 

were recovered from site No. 6 
on July 31 have been sent for fo-
rensic examination.

Attempts to exhume at four 
other locations--labelled sites 7 
to 10--had earlier failed to pro-
duce conclusive evidence, fur-
ther intensifying focus on the 
new site. Minor injuries were 
reported among a few person-
nel during the operation due to 
the difficult terrain, police of-
ficials said.

The SIT has invited residents 
who had earlier lodged com-
plaints or shared information 
to actively engage with the on-
going investigation. Officials 
said that recovering as many 
skeletals as possible remains a 
top priority in one of  Karnata-
ka’s largest forensic-led investi-
gations.The SIT investigation 

continues under tight secrecy, 
with daily operations expected 
to proceed based on emerging 
findings.

The SIT was formed by the 
state government after allega-
tions emerged of  mass murder, 
rape, and illegal burials in 
Dharmasthala over the past 
two decades.

The complainant, a former 
sanitation worker whose iden-
tity has not been disclosed, 
claimed that he was employed 
in Dharmasthala between 1995 
and 2014.

He alleged that he was forced
to bury several bodies--includ-
ing those of  women and mi-
nors--some of  which bore signs 
of  sexual assault.

He has since recorded a state-
ment before a magistrate in 
connection with these claims. 
PTI

Red alert for Nilgiris, Kovai today
E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E  @ Chennai

THE Regional Meteorological Centre has 
issued a red alert for The Nilgiris and the 
Ghat areas of  Coimbatore on Tuesday, 
forecasting extremely heavy rainfall at 
one or two locations. An orange alert has 
also been issued for Theni and Ten-
kasi districts, with a forecast of  
heavy to very heavy rain. The 
red alert will continue for the 
Nilgiris district on Wednesday . 
Additionally, an orange alert has 
been issued for the Ghat areas of  
Coimbatore, Theni, and Dindigul 
districts, predicting heavy to very heavy 
rainfall at isolated places. Heavy rain is 
also likely at isolated places in Dindigul, 
Tiruppur, Krishnagiri, Dharmapuri, 

Erode, and Salem districts on Tuesday. 
On Wednesday, Erode, Salem, Dhar-
mapuri, Krishnagiri, and Tirupattur dis-
tricts are expected to receive heavy rain.
For Thursday, an orange alert has been 
issued for The Nilgiris, with heavy to 
very heavy rain expected at isolated plac-

es. Heavy rainfall is also likely over 
the Ghat areas of  Coimbatore, 
Erode, Krishnagiri, Dharmapu-
ri, Salem, Tirupattur, Vellore, 
Ranipet, Tiruvannamalai and 
Kancheepuram districts.

As far as Chennai is concerned, 
light to moderate rain with thun-

derstorm and lightning is likely to occur 
in some areas on Wednesday. Maximum 
temperature is expected to be around 
36°C and minimum 27°C. 

Only thorough probe will 
bring out truth: HC
C O N T I N U E D  F R O M  P A G E  1

THE counsel further informed 
the court that the girl belonged to 
the (Pudukkoorapettai) village 
where the horrific murders of  
Kannagi (who belonged to an 
MBC community) and Muruge-
san (who belonged an SC commu-
nity) in the name of  caste honour 
were committed in 2003. He said 
the girl’s brother-in-law had 
threatened Jayasuriya and 
warned him against continuing 
his relationship with her. Alleg-
ing lethargy on the part of  the 
police, he prayed for the court to 
order the probe be handed over to 
another agency.

However, government advocate 
appearing for the police submit-
ted that investigations were still 
under way and the preliminary 

probe had found that it was a case 
of  motor vehicle accident due to 
rash driving as the two-wheeler 
had hit a roadside electric pole 
when the trio was returning from 
Cuddalore to their village that 
night. Further, he told the court 
that the police were awaiting the 
postmortem report to ascertain 
the cause of  death. However, the 
judge countered by asking wheth-
er the postmortem would reveal 
if  the victim had died in the ac-
cident or had been forcibly taken 
and murdered by somebody.

“Postmortem has nothing to do 
with the occurrence of  the inci-
dent. Only a thorough probe will 
bring out the truth,” Justice Vel-
murugan said. Raising suspi-
cions on the probe by the police, 
the judge said it is a fit case for 
transfer of  investigation.

Human remains found by SIT during exhumation in Dharmasthala burial  sites |  EXPRESS

R Sudha

‘Sops given to 
industries for 
south districts’
C O N T I N U E D  F R O M  P A G E  1

THE chief  minister added that 
special sops are being given to 
industries coming up in the 
southern districts. 

As its primary focus is on 
achieving a USD 1 trillion dol-
lar economy by 2030, the state is 
committed to attracting several 
investments and providing em-
ployment. The government is 
concentrating on technologi-
cally-advanced industries like 
semiconductors, electric vehi-
cle producers, solar cell manu-
facturers and green hydrogen 
production units that create 
high-paying jobs, which will 
fuel the state’s economic 
growth, he added. 

Terming the Thoothukudi 
VOC Port as pivotal for invest-
ments, Stalin said, “We are 
bringing renewable energy 
projects like green hydrogen 
and solar cell production units 
to the south only to make 
Thoothukudi a hub of  renewa-
ble energy sources.”

The CM announced four 
projects for Thoothukudi — a 
250-acre space park to promote 
the production and technologi-
cal development of  equipment 
required for the space sector, a 
separate department for ship 
building to facilitate all neces-
sary infrastructure, a common 
facility centre for Moringa cul-
tivation and export from 
Thoothukudi and Tirunelveli 
districts at a cost of  ̀ 5.59 crore, 
and a zonal unit of  Tamil Nadu 
Food Processing and Agri Ex-
port Promotion Corporation in 
Tirunelveli district.

Tamil Nadu has attracted 898 
industrial projects of  assured 
investment of  ̀ 10.30 lakh crore, 
which have created 32.28 lakh 
jobs both directly and indirect-
ly, Stalin said. 

Speaking to reporters, Indus-
tries minister TRB Rajaa, refer-
ring to Stalin’s statement that 
the history of  India should be 
written from the south, said 
that the industrial revolution 
of  the country will start from 
Tamil Nadu. Of  the 41 MoUs, 
investment worth over `30,100 
crore providing 46,427 jobs, will 
come up in the southern dis-
tricts, he added.

SC bins TN’s plea 
to stay HC order  
on Oraniyil drive
S U C H I T R A  K A L Y A N  M O H A N T Y 
@New Delhi

In a setback to the DMK govern-
ment, the Supreme Court on 
Monday refused to stay an inter-
im order passed by the Madras 
High Court against the use of  
OTP verification messages for 
the DMK’s ‘Oraniyil Tamil Nadu’ 
enrolment drive.

“The issue is sensitive. The 
whole process is suspect. The 
court has to protect the citizens. 
Go back to the High Court. We 
are not inclined to interfere in 
the matter. Sorry. Dismissed,” 
observed the two-judge bench of  
Justices P S Narasimha and S 
Chandurkar. Passing the order 
in July, the Madras HC had re-
strained the DMK government 
from using the OTP verification 
messages for the ‘Oraniyil Tamil 
Nadu’ enrolment drive while 
hearing a plea filed by S Rajku-
mar, a resident of  T Athikarai 
village in Sivaganga, who 
claimed that DMK cadres were 
collecting personal and Aadhaar 
details from the public in his lo-
cality under the guise of  the 
drive. 

“The matter involves aspects 
of  data protection and privacy, 
which are to be examined by the 
court,” the HC had said in its July 
order. TN government had moved 
the top court and challenged this 
order, but the SC refused to inter-
fere with the HC order.

SCHEME MEANT FOR WELFARE OF POOR: ROHATGI
Continued from page 1: “This is completely contrary to your lordship’s 
judgment which said don’t put the photographs except the photos of 
prime minister, CM. Why can’t we name a scheme? These are schemes for 
the welfare of the poor,” Rohatgi contended. On July 31, a division bench 
of the Madras HC comprising Chief Justice Manindra Mohan Shrivastava 
and Justice Sunder Mohan in its interim order said that while launching 
and operating government welfare schemes through various 
advertisements, the name of any living personality, photograph of any 
former CM/ideological leaders or party insignia/emblem/flag of DMK 
shall not be included. Citing the judgments of the top court in State of 
Karnataka vs Common Cause and others, the high court said the SC had, 
however, clarified that publication of a photograph of the incumbent CM 
was permissible but use of photographs of ideological leaders or former 
CMs was prima facie against the directives of the apex court.  The HC had 
passed the order while hearing a PIL, filed by AIADMK MP C Ve 
Shanmugam, challenging the naming of the public outreach programme.

Justice HN Nagmohandas submits SC communities’ caste 
survey report to CM Siddaramaiah on Monday |  EXPRESS
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Priest held for harassing boy
Kanniyakumari: Thuckalay police on Monday 
arrested a 55-year-old priest of a religious 
institution for sexually harassing a 17-year-old 
boy. The boy was attending a class run by the 
institution during his school holidays.  ENS

ZONAL OFFICE, VELLORE, 
Pearl Arcade, 2nd Floor, 8th East Main Road, 

Vellore-632006 Tel: 0416-224 9620

NOTICE INVITING TENDERS FOR LEASING  
OF OFFICE FOR ALANGAYAM BRANCH

Indian Bank, a Public Sector Bank invites tenders under 2 bid 
system (Technical & Financial Bid) from owners of office premises 
willing to offer on lease basis (Readily built / Premises 
Under construction) in Alangayam, (within 1KM of exisiting 
Alangayam Branch), District Tirupattur measuring 1900 sq.ft 
carpet area preferably in Ground Floor with parking facility 
for a lease period of 15 years for setting up the Branch.
The tender forms can be obtained from the following address 
from 05.08.2025 to 18.08.2025 on payment of Rs.250 
(non refundable) by way of DD / IOI favouring INDIAN BANK, 
ZONAL OFFICE, VELLORE. Last date for submission of bids is 
18.08.2025 (3PM). Details of the tender and tender forms can 
be obtained from our Website: www.indianbank.in
The Bank reserves the right to reject any or all offers without 
assigning any reasons whatsoever. 
   Zonal Manager/ DGM
           Zonal Office, Vellore
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