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T
he Pakistan government’s decision to ask its cricket team to boycott
the match against India in Colombo in the upcoming T20 cricket
World Cup is as illogical as the Pakistan cricket board’s talk of ICC
practising double standards. In an act that is akin to cutting the nose

to spite the face, Pakistan imagines it is standing in solidarity with
Bangladesh which was banished from the competition because it refused to
play in India.

Given Pakistan’s history, U-turns may be as common as the estimates of
former cricketer Shahid Afridi’s age or his retirement announcements. It
does, however, appear that Pakistan, in the wake of the events in Bangladesh
after Sheikh Hasina’s ouster, is determined to use every handle to escalate
the situation with India after suffering damage to its image and military air-
fields in Operation Sindoor.

In this scenario, cricket becomes a political football to be kicked around by
the governments of Pakistan and Bangladesh. Pakistan cricket will be the
loser if the ICC, bolstered by the contribution of Indian cricket to its global
popularity and its coffers, sanctions it over picking one match to boycott
even though it is on Pakistan’s request that the India match was posted to a
third country, Sri Lanka.

Selective boycotts have happened before, as in the 1987 World Cup in which
India, Pakistan and Sri Lanka were the joint hosts when Australia and the
West Indies refused to play in Colombo after a blast took place during a peri-
od of ethnic tensions. But Pakistan, which stands to benefit like India in
being stationed in one hotel in a third country and playing all its matches in
one city, has chosen to make a mockery of its presence in the comity of crick-
et nations.

Bangladesh’s excuse to not play in India because of security fears was spe-
cious. Considering it is every Hindu who must live in fear for their life in that
nation, the boycott was risible. The ICC rightly chose to replace Bangladesh
with Scotland as the 20th team. It is naked politics now that impels Pakistan
to stand behind Bangladesh after having seen East Pakistan ripped from it in
1971 because it would not accept a leader from the East to head the country
after he won the polls fair and square.

Not having too many other forums to support an unsupportable boycott of
sport, Pakistan finds itself in a position from which only its cricket will suf-
fer as the ICC and its broadcasters can absorb a presumptive loss of Rs 1,000
crore from the abandoned India-Pakistan encounter but Pakistan, already
said to be under pressure to drop its self-respect in seeking loans from other
countries for its economy to survive as per a recent confession by its Prime
Minister, can ill afford to take financial hits.

Considering that India and Pakistan played a match at the height of the
Kargil War in Manchester in England during the 1999 World Cup puts paid to
the pretence of security fears now being aired to avoid playing. It is only in
Pakistan that a bus carrying a cricket team was targeted by terrorists, in
Lahore. The touring Sri Lankans were lucky to come out alive. And only two
days ago, India and Pakistan met in the Under-19 World Cup in Bulawayo,
Zimbabwe.

Cricket will not be less prosperous if Pakistan and Bangladesh are prepared
to risk being pushed to the background, playing with non-elite teams. The
cricket establishment will do well enough with matches played among the
top three of India, Australia and England while all three nations will do
swimmingly with their IPL and Big Bash T20 leagues and ‘The Hundred’
competition. It is Pakistan and Bangladesh which are committing harakiri
with their stand on cricket.
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Pakistan to be loser as it
brings politics to cricket

T
he Union Budget
2026-27, presented in
Parliament by
finance minister
N i r m a l a

Sitharaman on Sunday
(marking yet another first),
addresses India’s immediate
economic priorities while
maintaining a firm focus on
the country’s long-term devel-
opment objectives. In a period
of global uncertainty and shift-
ing economic priorities, the
Budget balances growth with
fiscal discipline while driving
productivity and competitive-
ness focussed reforms and ini-
tiatives. Anchored in three
core “kartavyas” (duties) —
accelerating growth, building
capabilities and aspirations
and ensuring inclusive devel-
opment — it signals a youth-
centric vision that places peo-
ple, skills and services at the
centre of India’s economic
transformation.

A key feature of this year’s
Budget is its emphasis on a
threefold approach to sustain-
ing growth over the medium
and long term. First, it under-
scores the need to continue
structural reforms, reforms
that are continuous, adaptive
and forward-looking to
improve productivity and
competitiveness across sec-
tors. Second, it highlights the
importance of a strong and
resilient financial sector to
mobilise savings, allocate cap-
ital efficiently and manage
risks. Third, the Budget recog-
nises the role of cutting-edge
technologies, particularly
applications of artificial intel-
ligence, as force multipliers
for improving governance,
service delivery and decision-
making. Together, these ele-
ments provide the enabling
ecosystem needed to support
India’s growth ambitions.

Within this framework, the
Budget adopts a balanced
strategy to boost demand
while strengthening supply
and managing inflation. The
continued focus is on public
capital expenditure driven
infrastructure creation across
urban and rural areas, driving
employment and economic
activity. At the same time,
measures to improve logistics,
supply chains and productivi-
ty are expected to ease cost
pressures and stabilise prices.
This coordinated approach

ensures that consumption
growth is also supported while
maintaining overall macro-
economic stability.

The services sector remains
a central pillar of Budget 2026-
27. Recognising services as a
key driver of growth, jobs and
exports, with a vision for 10
per cent global share by 2047,
the Budget introduces robust
institutional mechanisms
designed to more effectively
align education and skill
development with evolving
industry needs. The proposed
High-Powered Standing
Committee on Education to
Employment and Enterprise
aims to ensure that skill devel-
opment remains closely
aligned with industry. This
reflects a clear intent to
strengthen India’s global posi-
tion in knowledge intensive
and experience driven ser-
vices.

The Budget strengthens
industry-academia linkages
by developing university
townships along major corri-
dors and expanding STEM
e d u c a t i o n ,
research facil-
ities and stu-
dent housing.
District-level girls’ hostels and
improved infrastructure aim
to ensure safety, equal oppor-
tunity and readiness for
future technologies and rapid-
ly evolving job markets.

The Budget also places
strong emphasis on strength-
ening the healthcare sector,
with a clear focus on capacity
building and service delivery.
Expansion and upgradation of
institutions for allied health
professionals and caregivers
will address critical gaps in
the healthcare workforce
while creating large-scale
employment opportunities.
The focus on training multi-
skilled caregivers, including
in wellness and assistive care,
reflects a more holistic
approach to healthcare deliv-
ery.

Closely linked to this is the
Budget’s focus on geriatric
care, acknowledging the needs
of India’s ageing population.
Investments in caregiver
training, rehabilitation and
wellness services aim to build
a responsive and sustainable
care ecosystem. These initia-
tives will not only improve
quality of life for the elderly

but also generate employment
in long-term and community-
based care services.

The healthcare vision is fur-
ther strengthened through a
targeted push on Medical
Value Tourism (MVT).
Budget 2026-27 proposes the
development of regional med-
ical hubs in partnership with
state governments and the pri-
vate sector. These hubs will
integrate hospitals, medical
education, diagnostics,
research, rehabilitation and
AYUSH services. This
approach seeks to position
India as a preferred destina-
tion for affordable, high-quali-
ty healthcare while simultane-
ously strengthening domestic
healthcare infrastructure.

Recognising tourism’s
strong multiplier effect on
growth and employment, the
Budget focuses on improving
skills, enhancing visitor expe-
riences and promoting sus-
tainability. The proposed

N a t i o n a l
Institute of
H o s p i t a l i t y
aims to

strengthen hospitality educa-
tion and industry readiness.
Initiatives such as training
tourist guides at iconic sites,
developing sustainable moun-
tain trails, development of
select archaeological sites like
Sarnath and Dholavira,
immersive storytelling tech-
niques and creating a
National Destination Digital
Knowledge Grid reflect a more
structured and technology-
enabled approach to tourism
development.

These measures are expect-
ed to create jobs at the local
level, support heritage and
cultural tourism and improve
India’s global tourism posi-
tioning. By linking tourism
development with skills, digi-
tal tools and sustainability, the
Budget strengthens the sec-
tor’s role in services exports
and regional development.

A forward-looking highlight
of Budget 2026-27 is its focus on
the “orange economy”, partic-
ularly the Animation, Visual
Effects, Gaming and Comics
(AVGC) sector. Recognising
its rapid growth and strong
employment potential, the
Budget proposes targeted sup-

port for talent development
and institutional capacity.
The establishment of AVGC
Content Creator Labs across
schools and colleges aims to
build a robust pipeline of cre-
ative professionals and embed
digital and creative skills
early in the education system.

Importantly, Budget 2026-27
demonstrates consistent deliv-
ery on fiscal commitments
without compromising social
priorities. The government
continues its journey towards
globally accepted standards of
fiscal management, with a
clear medium-term objective
of achieving a debt-to-GDP
ratio of 50 (±1) per cent by 2030-
31. In line with this path, the
debt-to-GDP ratio is estimated
to decline to 55.6 per cent in BE
2026-27, compared to 56.1 per
cent in RE 2025-26, gradually
freeing up resources for prior-
ity sector spending by reduc-
ing interest outgo.

The fiscal deficit remains a
key operational tool in this
debt consolidation strategy.
The government has fulfilled
its commitment to bring the
fiscal deficit below 4.5 per cent
of GDP by 2025-26, with the
revised estimate for 2025-26 at
4.4 per cent of GDP.
Continuing on this prudent
path, the fiscal deficit for 2026-
27 is estimated at 4.3 per cent of
GDP.

Beyond macro indicators,
Budget 2026-27 is designed to
be felt on the ground.
Investments in tourism cir-
cuits, healthcare access, edu-
cation infrastructure and
senior care directly touch
households, districts and local
economies. By strengthening
service delivery where people
live and work, the Budget con-
verts national priorities into
everyday outcomes — jobs,
better facilities and improved
quality of life especially in
Tier-2 and Tier-3 cities and
rural areas.

Overall, Union Budget 2026-
27 presents a clear, credible
and forward-looking roadmap
for India’s next phase of
growth and development. By
placing services at the centre
of its strategy — and by back-
ing the sectoral priorities with
structural reforms, access to
finance, technology adoption
and fiscal discipline, the
Budget lays the foundation for
inclusive, resilient and sus-
tainable growth. The Budget
aligns well with India’s long-
term vision of becoming a
developed nation by 2047,
while responding effectively
to the needs of the current
times.

The writer is the director-
general of the Confederation of

Indian Industry

Recognising services
as a key driver of
growth, jobs and
exports, the Budget
introduces mecha-
nisms to effectively
align education and
skill development
with evolving 
industry needs. 

India’s growth roadmap,
with focus on services

On the surface, the Union Budget 2026–27 may appear to be uninspiring,
without any great headline-making initiatives. However, finance minis-
ter Nirmala Sitharaman sought to boost the country’s economic growth

through infrastructure spending. Across railways, roads, energy, and cities,
the government has opted for a broad, multi-modal infrastructure push that
seeks to compress distance, cut carbon and unclog long-standing logistical bot-
tlenecks.

The centrepiece of her strategy is railways, with a record capital outlay of
`2.78 lakh crore. In addition to the ongoing Mumbai and Ahmedabad bullet
train project and the Delhi-Ahemabad high-speed project, the newly
announced seven high-speed rail corridors will connect the most productive
regions of the country, namely Delhi, Ahmedabad (Gujarat), Mumbai and Pune
(Maharashtra), Bengaluru (Karnataka), Hyderabad (Telangana), and Chennai
(Tamil Nadu). The combined GDP of these seven cities is $1 trillion, or one-
fourth of the country’s economic output, and faster transport connecting these
cities will have a multiplier effect on the country’s economy.

The East-West Freight Corridor — though understated in official announce-
ments — holds great promise. It will cut short the time taken for freight trans-
port from the Middle East to mainland Southeast Asia by 24 days. Instead of
opting for sea transport alone, the East-West Freight Corridor could connect
the Arabian Sea and the Bay of Bengal, offering an alternative to China’s Belt
and Road Initiative’s illegal highway project connecting China and Pakistan
through Pakistan-Occupied Kashmir.

Similarly, the `20,000-crore Carbon Capture Utilisation and Storage (CCUS)
project is a significant initiative to ramp up the country’s energy storage
capacities, which will allow the country to fast-track the adoption of clean
energy. 

The push for city economic regions will help in the planned transformation
of tier-2 and tier-3 cities, boosting the country’s economic growth as well as pro-
viding better living conditions for people.

Building growth, brick by brick

If rule of law is
violated, society
faces long-term

consequences

As a democratic society, it is expected that
India’s authorities will follow the rule of law.
This includes the assumption that governance

will not be arbitrary, especially when it comes to
criminal law. This element is important because
criminal law has the power to destroy lives, as a
judge recently reminded a group of college students
who had participated in a protest meet.

Why individuals attending a protest should be
charged with a crime in the first place is a separate
issue, but that is how things are here. The casual
application of the criminal law by the State, and then
the individual’s struggle to fight for an extended
period of time is just assumed by Indians to be the
way things are. This is special to us: It cannot be nat-
ural that in the mother of democracy, citizens are
afraid of the police and the courts and the State in
general. There is nothing new in this and “police ka
chakkar” is a term that cinema has used for as long
as one can remember.

What I wanted to discuss was something quite dif-
ferent, which has now taken root and is now a part of
India’s democracy. Two headlines from last week
will illustrate what is meant. The first is: “Allahabad
HC criticises Uttar Pradesh police for practice of
shooting accused persons in legs”. The subhead
reads: “Such conduct is wholly impermissible, as the
power to punish lies exclusively within the domain

of the courts, the bench said”. The second headline
is: “Cases under Uttarakhand’s conversion law fall
in court: 7 years, 5 full trials, all 5 acquittals”.

In the matter of the first, the Uttar Pradesh gov-
ernment put out the numbers in July last year. It had
shot 9,467 people in the leg since 2017. That is to say
about three people daily for nine years have been
shot in the leg in UP by the police.

The court made the following observations: That
people were being shot to please superior officers or
to punish individuals without due process. The court
said this was encroachment into the judicial domain
and could not be accepted. On the recording of the
statement, and on the investigation, the court noted
that the police had not been following the Supreme
Court’s guidelines. The court was concerned about
police officers pressuring judges, particularly chief
judicial magistrates, to pass specific orders.

The judge said the court could not allow Uttar
Pradesh to become a police state.

A state that kills people in custody, that maims
those in custody, that destroys private property
without due process and by overruling the justice
system, including the Supreme Court, is apparently
not already a police state.

The second report was headlined: “Cases under
Uttarakhand’s conversion law fall in court: 7 years, 5
full trials, all 5 acquittals”. The reference is to the

Uttarakhand Freedom of Religion Act 2018, the first
of several state laws introduced and legislated by the
BJP after the conspiracy theory of “love jihad”
began to be circulated. It criminalises marriages
between Muslims and Hindus if one of the partners
converts, but says that “if any person comes back to
his ancestral religion”, then this shall not be deemed
conversion, without defining what “ancestral reli-
gion” means. Its meaning is that conversions to
Hinduism will not be counted as conversion.

Once a complaint of “love jihad” marriage has
been filed, a district magistrate will then conduct an
inquiry through the police “with regard to real
intention, purpose and cause of that proposed reli-
gion conversion”. 

Those who change their faith without applying to
the government “in the prescribed proforma” and
without the consent of the government after the
police inquiry face a year in jail.

The law has been in place for seven years. In this
time, five cases have completed trial, and in all of
them the accused were acquitted. Seven more were
dismissed during the trial. The report said that “it is
clear from court records that evidentiary standards
have often not been met, consensual relationships
criminalised, and there are procedural lapses in
investigation and prosecution”.

The newspaper reporting this editorialised its find-

ings under the grand headline: “In Uttarakhand,
judiciary protects citizens from executive over-
reach”. This is absurd, because the punishment they
have been put through it real. As youngsters are
wont to say, the word “protects” is doing a lot of
work here. 

What are we to conclude from what we are seeing
happening around us in our time? Two things. First,
that the authorities across India are deliberately vio-
lating the law to align themselves with what the BJP
governments want. They are doing so with confi-
dence in the knowledge that there will be no account-
ability, and indeed, they may well be rewarded for
doing so as the UP court has observed.

The second thing is to return to where we started
and ask what happens when a democratic society’s
authorities deliberately violate the rule of law, par-
ticularly criminal law? There are short-term and
long-term consequences of this, and both are
inevitable. The short-term consequences are those
we read about: lives ruined by the actions of the gov-
ernment. The long-term ones are those which affect
the nation and society as a whole. A nation that lies
to itself about being a rule of law democracy will not
end up where rule of law is intended to take societies.

The writer is the chair of Amnesty International
India. Twitter: @aakar_patel
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UNION BUDGET
The Union Budget, present-
ed on Sunday, for the first
time in history, has been
characterised by having a
holiday for populistic
schemes (Budget aims for
stability, growth, Feb. 2).
The Budget focuses on
long-term goals primarily
this time. As per Union
finance minister Nirmala
Sitharaman it is inspired by
three Karthavyas. The rise
in allotment of capex and
support to MSMEs would
help in the long run. But
the allocations for public
health and employment
schemes could have been
more. The issue of disparity
in wealth distribution has
not been addressed in this
Budget.

Dr D.V.G. Sankara Rao

Srikakulam

ADULTERATED GHEE
Chief Minister N. Chandrababu
Naidu is still harping on animal fat
adulterated ghee used in the prepa-
ration of TTD laddu prasadam, even
though the CBI inquiry ruled other-
wise (NDDB lab report confirms ani-
mal fat: Naidu, Feb. 2). Naidu is a
past master at diverting the atten-
tion of people but he in turn is
accusing his political opponents of
trying to divert attention. Now that
the CBI ruled out animal fat adul-
teration, they are on the offensive
against top leaders of YSRC on flim-
sy grounds and arresting them to
stifle criticism or silence people
asking questions. In other words,
the NDA partners in AP are shell-
shocked over the findings of the CBI
which did not link any top leader of
YSRC in the said scam.

Govardhana Myneedu
Vijayawada

ALCOURAGE
The Spaniard Carlos Alcaraz’s
record creating win in the final of
the Australian Open made him the
youngest player aged 22 to win all
four majors behind eight players to
achieve this rare feat (Alcourage,
Feb. 2). While at the brink of win at
just 2-3 points away in the semi
finals with Zervev, his muscles got
cramped. All the fans lost hopes
when the match extended to a five
sets thriller, with the opponent get-
ting a lease of life. Despite this Odd
and immediate battle with the 24
Grand Slam winner Djokovic, he
stood winner earning a wonderful
record with his iron will.

Ch V.B.R. Naidu
Srikakulam

LETTERS

Email your letters to
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SAMPAT GG. 
SAMRITAN || DDC
VIJAYAWADA, FEB. 2

The forest authorities are
keeping track of the elusive
tiger to trap it as it’s on a
spree killing cattle.

The young male tiger is
believed to have come from
the forests in Chhattisgarh.
It’s migrating and looking
for a new territory. Ever
since it was first noticed in
Kavadigundla forest area of
Telangana on January 21, it
has been moving on, cover-
ing several areas including
the Bedanuru reserve forest
area and Antarvedigudem
forest beat area in Eluru
district, foresters said.

The tiger was spotted at
Pattiseema project on
January 31. It swam across
the Godavari river and
reached the Torredu village
falling under Rajahmundry
rural mandal in East
Godavari. It killed two cows
and a calf on February 1.

Learning about the devel-
opment, the forest authori-
ties led by DFO Prabhakar
Rao along with MLA
Gorantla Choudhary rush-
ed to Torredu in the morn-
ing on February 1. As the

DFO was briefing the
media, the tiger that ducked
in the bushes ran away
through the banana planta-
tions near the high school
at Torredu. This shocked
foresters and MLA as also
the others present there.

Foresters have set up tom-
toms in the area to warn
people against moving
alone at night after a tiger
was sighted at Torredu. The
DFO reported that they are
tracking the tiger using
drones and camera traps
while planning to deploy

trap cages.  However, the
tiger's movement along the
Godavari river complicates
this due to the area’s
uneven terrain, which hin-
ders transport. They have
mobilized resources,
including trap cages and
tranquillisers, to capture
the tiger and transport it
quickly to a veterinary cen-
ter as per national proto-
cols. BNN Murthy, the
Rajahmundry circle conser-
vator of forests, noted the
tiger's increasingly unpre-
dictable behavior.
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2,500 MORE CNG,
E-BUSES TO JOIN
FLEET BY ’31: MD
DC CCORRESPONDENT
VIJAYAWADA, FEB. 2

APSRTC plans to intro-
duce 2,500 electric and
CNG buses over the next
five years under the PM
e-Bus scheme, including
1,050 electric buses ini-
tially. 

New Vice Chairman
and MD M.T. Krishna
Babu, in a review meet-
ing, highlighted that the
Stree Shakti scheme now
serves 23-25 lakh women
daily, raising women’s
share to 65–67% and
occupancy to nearly 90%. 

An Interactive Voice
Response System (IVRS)
survey showed 80% pas-
senger satisfaction, with
concerns over toilets,
drinking water, and driv-
er behaviour to be
addressed immediately.

Krishna Babu also
announced plans to
strengthen non-fare rev-
enue, noting APSRTC
earns around `210 crore
annually from vacant
lands and cargo services,
and unveiled a phased
`3,000-crore investment
to improve 10,700 km of
transport infrastructure. 

3 TEENAGERS
DIE IN BIKE
ACCIDENT
DC CCORRESPONDENT
KAKINADA, FEB. 2

Three youths died in a
road accident at the
R o a d - c u m - R a i l w a y
Bridge under Kovvuru
limits in East Godavari
district on Monday
night. Kovvuru CI P.
Viswam said A. Lakshmi
Narayana, 29, an advo-
cate from Rajamahendr-
avaram, was travelling
towards Kovvuru when a
motorcycle carrying
three youths, E. Akshaya
Kumar, 19, S. Satya
Kalyan, 19, and K. Yeduk-
ondalu, 18, of Kovvuru,
collided with him near
pole No. 104. Akshaya
Kumar, Satya Kalyan,
and Lakshmi Narayana
died on the spot. Yeduko-
ndalu was injured.

SHORT TAKES

DC CCORRESPONDENT
KAKINADA, FEB. 2

The state government has
granted Other Duty (OD) facil-
ity to Andhra Pradesh
Agriculture Extension
Officers’ Association presi-
dent D. Venu Madhava Rao for
the period from January 1 to
December 31, 2026.

A Government Order (GO
No. 189) was issued in this
regard. Venu Madhava Rao,
who is also the State JAC sec-
retary, is working as an
Assistant Extension Officer in
the Agriculture Department at
Rajamahendravaram. Under
the OD facility, he will be
exempted from regular office
duties to enable him to tour
the State for association-relat-
ed activities. AP NGOs
Association East Godavari
president Meesala Madhava
Rao thanked the government.

OD FACILITY FOR
AEO ASSOCIATION

PRESIDENT

DC CCORRESPONDENT
VISAKHAPATNAM, FEB. 2

A Vizianagaram district court
sentenced a man to 14 years of
rigorous imprisonment (RI)
and imposed a fine of `10,000
in a rape case registered in
2021.

The accused, Gunapu
Simhadri of Patharega village
in Ramabhadrapuram man-
dal, was found guilty of
repeatedly sexually assaulting
a woman from the same vil-
lage. The verdict was delivered
by N. Padmavati, Judge of the
Vizianagaram Women’s Court-
cum-5th Additional District
and Sessions Court.

The case dates back to 2021,
when a complaint led to the
registration of a case at
Ramabhadrapuram police sta-
tion by the then inspector S.
Krishnamurthy. The investiga-
tion was carried out by L.
Appala Naidu, then Saluru
Rural Circle Inspector and the
accused was brought to book.

MAN AWARDED 14
YEARS OF RI FOR
SEXUAL ASSAULT

DC CCORRESPONDENT
KAKINADA, FEB. 2

The 5th Additional District
and Sessions Court, Eluru, on
Monday sentenced Somireddy
Haribabu, 27, to 10 years’ rig-
orous imprisonment and fined
him `5,000 for sexually
assaulting a woman on the
false promise of marriage.

Pronouncing the verdict,
Judge R.V.V.S. Murali Krishna
ordered an additional two
months’ jail in default of fine.
Police said the victim was
assaulted after Haribabu
promised to marry her and
was later threatened when she
insisted on marriage. The case
was filed by Eluru Three Town
police in June 2021. The court
acquitted the co-accused,
Venkateswara Rao.

10-YEAR JAIL FOR
CHEATING, SEXUAL
ASSAULT ON GIRL 

DC CCORRESPONDENT
VISAKHAPATNAM, FEB. 2

Unidentified burglars broke
into two locked houses in GMR
Township, Rajam town,
Vizianagaram district, on the
night of February 1, stealing
around 150 tolas of gold worth
nearly `2 crore. 

The thieves targeted the
homes while owners were
away, taking 125 tolas from one
house and 25 from the other.

Rajam police, led by SP A.R.
Damodar, have formed 10 spe-
cial investigation teams.
CCTV footage shows three sus-
pects, and expert units from
the Crime Control Section are
assisting under Cheepurupalli
DSP S. Raghavulu.

BURGLARS LOOT
TWO HOUSES OF
150 TOLAS GOLD
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Nellore cancer hospital
a lifeline for thousands
IRCS leads the way in affordable treatment since 2001
PATHRI 
RAJASEKHAR || DDC
NELLORE, FEB. 2

For thousands of fami-
lies battling cancer, fear
and financial distress
often overshadow hope.
For the past 25 years,
however, the Indian Red
Cross Society (IRCS)
Cancer Hospital in
Nellore has stood as a
lifeline for the poor and
underprivileged, offering
affordable, compassion-
ate and quality cancer
care.

Established in 2001 by
noted philanthropist late
Jakka Srinivasulu Reddy
(JS Reddy) as a cancer
detection centre, the hos-
pital—run under the
Nellore district branch of
the IRCS—is the only
cancer hospital operated
by the Red Cross in the
country. 

Over the years, it has
evolved into a compre-
hensive oncology centre,
treating patients with
dignity and empathy
beyond mere clinical
care. Nearly 90 per cent of
patients receive treat-
ment under the NTR
Vaidya Seva Scheme,
ensuring access to life-
saving care without
financial burden. 

Operating under the
guidance of the district
collector, who serves as
president of the IRCS dis-
trict branch, the hospital
caters to patients from all
sections of society. 

Strategically located
behind the Government
Medical College and
close to the Government
General Hospital, the
facility benefits from
seamless referrals and

easy access for patients
arriving from rural areas
via rail and road.

The 105-bed, NABH
entry-level accredited
hospital offers services
in medical, surgical,
gynaecological and radi-
ation oncology. It fea-
tures modern operation
theatres, ICUs, advanced
diagnostics, emergency
services and patient-

friendly amenities. A
state-of-the-art radiation
block includes a Linear
Accelerator (LINAC)
commissioned in 2023,
HDR brachytherapy and
CT simulation facilities. 

The surgical oncology
department performs
over 1,000 complex can-
cer surgeries annually,
while the medical oncolo-
gy wing conducts 600–700

chemotherapy sessions
every month. The radia-
tion oncology unit, inau-
gurated in 2006 by former
President A.P.J. Abdul
Kalam, now delivers
advanced therapies such
as IMRT, VMAT and
Rapid Arc. Beyond treat-
ment, the hospital
emphasises prevention,
palliative care and nutri-
tion. More than 650 can-
cer awareness and
screening programmes
have been conducted
across the district, while
pain and palliative care
services have been
offered since 2007. 

The daily
Annaprasadam pro-
gramme and summer
buttermilk service fur-
ther reflect the institu-
tion’s humanitarian
ethos. 

The hospital’s growth
has been fuelled by sus-
tained support from phi-
lanthropists and volun-
tary organisations, with
several facilities named
after donors. Recent
upgrades include digital
mammography, CT scan-
ning, frozen section diag-
nostics and solar energy
systems. 

To mark 25 years of
service, the IRCS govern-
ing body will organise a
commemorative pro-
gramme at the hospital
on February 4, 2026, said
committee chairman
Vakati Vijayakumar
Reddy.As it looks ahead
with plans for collabora-
tions with leading cancer
institutions, the IRCS
Cancer Hospital contin-
ues its mission of rewrit-
ing cancer journeys—
from despair to survival,
dignity and hope.

DC CCORRESPONDENT
TIRUPATI, FEB. 2

The Andhra Pradesh
Southern Power
Distribution Company
Limited (APSPDCL) has
launched a new initia-
tive aimed at the quick
resolution of issues
faced by industrial
power consumers across
its jurisdiction.

APSPDCL chairman
and managing director
Shivashankar Lotheti on
Monday said the compa-
ny would organise a ded-
icated “Industrial
Consumers Grievance
Redressal Forum” to
address electricity-relat-
ed problems of industri-
al users in a time-bound
manner. The programme
will cover industrial con-
sumers in Nellore,
Tirupati, Chittoor,
Kadapa, Annamayya,
Anantapur, Sri Sathya
Sai, Kurnool and
Nandyal districts.

He said APSPDCL had
already introduced sev-
eral consumer-friendly
initiatives such as “Dial
Your CMD”, “Dial Your
SE” and “Currentolla
Janabata” to ensure
speedy resolution of
grievances. As part of its
efforts to further support
and encourage the indus-
trial sector, the company
has now decided to
extend a platform exclu-
sively for industrial elec-
tricity consumers.
Under the new initiative,

the grievance redressal
forum will be held on the
first Wednesday of every
month from 10.30 am to
11.30 am at the offices of
the respective
S u p e r i n t e n d i n g
Engineers in the dis-
tricts. In addition, the
forum will be conducted
on the third Wednesday
of every month, between
10.30 am and 11.30 am, at
the APSPDCL corporate
office in Tirupati.

“Industrial consumers
can meet the concerned
S u p e r i n t e n d i n g
Engineer directly at the
district level to present
their issues. If griev-
ances remain unresolved
at the district level, they
can approach the CMD
office in person at the
corporate office on the

third Wednesday,” the
CMD said. He added that
the company would take
steps to resolve issues
raised through this
forum and urged indus-
trial power consumers to
make effective use of the
opportunity.

Meanwhile, he said
that 50 grievances were
received during the
“Dial Your APSPDCL
CMD” programme held
on Monday in Tirupati.
Consumers from nine
districts brought various
issues to the notice of
officials, including sanc-
tion of agricultural
power connections, pow-
er lines, low-voltage
problems, enhancement
of transformer capacity
and replacement of elec-
tric poles. 

Discom’s starts redressal
of industrial power issues

‘RAH-VEER’
SCHEME TO
ENCOURAGE GOOD
SAMARITANS
DC CCORRESPONDENT
VIJAYAWADA, FEB. 2

The Union ministry of
road transport and high-
ways has notified the
‘Rah-Veer’ scheme aimed
to encourage, recognise,
and reward the Good
Samaritans (Rah-Veers).

As part of the scheme,
any individual who saves
the life of a victim of a
serious road accident
involving a motor vehicle
by providing immediate
assistance and ensuring
medical treatment within
the Golden Hour is eligi-
ble. The financial assis-
tance (award) of `25,000
per incident to a Rah-
Veer will be given, and a
certificate of apprecia-
tion accompanies each
award. Ten national-level
awards annually for the
most deserving Rah-
Veers, carrying ` 1 lakh
each, along with a certifi-
cate and a trophy, will be
given. A Rah-Veer may
receive awards up to five
times in a year.

The selection and
implementation of the
scheme involve issuing
an acknowledgement by
the police or hospital,
depending on the report-
ing method or assistance
provided, and proposals
are reviewed monthly by
the district-level apprais-
al committee. A state-
level monitoring commit-
tee oversees implementa-
tion every quarter.

APERC STAYS SMART METER BILLING OF
REACTIVE ENERGY, ORDERS REFUNDS
DC CCORRESPONDENT
KURNOOL, FEB. 2

The Andhra Pradesh
Electricity Regulatory
Commission (APERC)
has granted relief to low-
tension (LT) electricity
consumers after com-
plaints of inflated bills
following smart meter
installations.

The Commission has
temporarily stayed pro-
visions in the 2019–20
Retail Supply Tariff

orders that allowed
billing of leading reac-
tive energy (kVARh) in
LT services. DISCOMs
have been directed to
withdraw the extra
amounts already collect-
ed and adjust them in
future bills. APERC
noted that smart meters
automatically recorded
leading reactive energy,
causing higher bills, and
said it would monitor the
issue and issue further
directions after review.

SILVER JUBILEE OF TRANSFORMATIVE
AND COMPASSIONATE SERVICE AT IRCS
DC CCORRESPONDENT
NELLORE, FEB. 2

All credit for the estab-
lishment of the cancer
hospital goes to the hun-
dreds of large hearted
donors who liberally paid
substantial sums to help
the victims of the life-
threatening disease out
of compassion. 

Yeomen medical servic-
es being provided by a
dedicated doctors’ team
is led by Dr T Lakshmi,
Dr M. Nageswar Rao, Dr
Geetha UshaSree, Dr
REA Muthu, Dr J. Vishn-
uvardhan Reddy, Dr

Dinesh Kumar, Dr
Haritha Rani, Dr Nandi-
tha Rani and Dr V.
Bhavani.  

The IRS Society, Nellore
branch, is led by collector
Himanashu Shukla as its
president, joint collector
Mogili Venkate
swarlu, as its vice presi-
dent, Vakati Vijayakum-
ar Reddy as its chairman,
Chamarti Janardhan
Raju the vice chairman,
Suresh Kumar Jain the
treasurer, Yalamuri
Ranarao the convener of
the cancer hospital,
Kaliki Srihari Reddy,
another convener.

K.M.P. PPATNAIK || DDC
VISAKHAPATNAM, FEB. 2

Nine fishermen from
Visakhapatnam district,
who were released by
Bangladesh authorities
on January 29, reached
the Vizag fishing harbour
in the early hours of
Monday, escorted by an
Indian Navy vessel. 

They were received by
officials from the Coast
Guard, Indian Navy, fish-
eries and revenue depart-
ments. The fishermen
had been detained by the
Bangladesh Coast Guard
after their fishing boat
drifted into Bangladeshi
waters following an

engine failure.According
to officials, the fishermen
had left the Vizag fishing
harbour on October 13. 

While fishing in deep
sea, their vessel crossed
the International Marit-
ime Boundary and was
intercepted by Bangla-
desh Coast Guard on Oct
21. Recounting their ord-
eal, the fishermen said
they endured nearly thr-
ee-and-a-half months of
uncertainty in detention. 

They described being
served poor-quality food
and suffering from ill-
ness. “We were given
brown rice and vegeta-
bles cooked in mustard
oil, which we could hard-

ly eat. Many of us suf-
fered from fever and nau-
sea and were hospitalised
for about 15 days inside
the jail,” said Marupalli
Ramesh. He said commu-
nication was difficult as
jail staff spoke only
Bengali. Though there

was no physical violence,
the lack of information
about their fate caused
constant fear. Ramesh
added that his mother fell
seriously ill during his
detention.The fishermen
said they were informed
about their release only

after the Bangladesh gov-
ernment agreed to with-
draw the case following
coordinated diplomatic
efforts.

Their return was part of
a reciprocal repatriation
arrangement under whi-
ch Bangladesh released
23 Indian fishermen,
including 14 from West
Bengal, while India rele-
ased 13 Bangladeshi fish-
ermen arrested in Srik-
akulam district last Nove-
mber for entering Indian
waters. Boat owners later
expressed dissatisfaction
over the absence of com-
prehensive medical
check-ups for the fisher-
men on arrival.

Nine freed by neighbouring country arrive in Vizag harbourCROSS-BORDER | ISSUE

Troubled in Bangla prison: Fishermen
Freed by
Bangladesh, all
nine fishermen
arrive in
Visakhapatnam
fishing harbour
on Monday. 

— P. NARASIMHA 
MURTHY

The surgical oncology department performs over 1,000
complex cancer surgeries annually at IRCS, Nellore. 

Efforts on to cage tiger on
cattle killing spree in Eluru

The young male
tiger Pug marks
of the big cat
found at
Venkatanagara
m village in
Rajamahendrav
aram Rural
mandal on
Monday. 
-A. MANIKANTA

KUMAR

✔✔2 BHK,  1300 sft, Apt 101 for
sale at Lakshmi Highlands,

Gangasthan, Dulapally, spacious
living, balcony, bedrooms. Contact:
8639823054. (HYMM/2526/C04454)

FOR SALE
PROPERTY
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